
March 2, 2018 Task Force on Healthcare Coverage Report

Augusta – Maine AllCare was well represented at the March 2nd meeting of the 
Healthcare Task Force in Augusta. We had Board and Chapter members from 
around the state who came to testify in support of universal healthcare.


The meeting began at 9:30 am with Representative Heather Sanborn welcoming 
everyone and introducing the Chairs and Task Force Members. Analyst Colleen 
McCarthy Reid reviewed the survey results from the Task Force members; only 
seven (out of 16) were submitted to date, and five of those said “yes” (2 said 
“no”) to whether ‘all Mainers should be required to have health care coverage’.


The Task Force on Healthcare Coverage got underway Friday morning, March 
2nd with about 40 citizens present. Ten out of the fifteen testimonies supporting 
universal healthcare were presented by Maine AllCare members. 

Michael Bourque, CEO of Maine Employers Mutual Insurance Company 
followed with an extensive report on “Workers’ Compensation Reform: Are there 
Lessons/Parallels?” His focus was workplace safety and the prevention of 
accidents, implying that any new healthcare system should emphasize 
prevention of diseases. Members asked many questions and seemed to 
appreciate his statement that "we are all in this together and we don't want to 
lose workers due to ill health." He also gave the impression that if only these 
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people controlled their weight, diet, exercise, sugar, etc., they wouldn't get sick 
(even cancer was mentioned). Absent was the idea that regular medical 
attention, such as annual physicals and comprehensive care are crucial to good 
health.


The complex topic of reinsurance was the next presentation. Much of it, dealing 
with high risk insurance, was elusive to most of the audience. Their operations 
have been suspended in Maine, ostensibly because of the Affordable Care Act. 

By contrast, “State Options for Prescription Drug Pricing” presented by Ellen 
Schneiter from the National Academy for State Health Policy was of great 
interest to the entire audience as well as the Task Force members. The 
possibility of cutting prescription drug costs in half by wholesale state 
importation of drugs from Canada peaked everyone’s attention.

 

In the afternoon session, Senator Geoff Gratwick introduced the team of Tom 
Sterne MD and Dean Felton, an insurance expert, who presented “Options for 
a Public Model”. Their set of ideas “envisions the use of a unique and hybrid 
public-private collaboration to take the best advantage of the strengths of our 
current healthcare system, and to develop over the next 5 years a revamped 
service provider reimbursement system managed centrally by a State sponsored 
Trust.”


The expert panel presentations concluded with a scheduling announcement 
about the next meeting of the Task Force for April 2nd, without public 
testimonies. Instead, three study groups will tackle three broad topics: the 
structure of health insurance markets, controlling costs, and the public option.

The Legislative Council has authorized 4 additional meetings for the Task Force 
before a final report date of November 1, 2018.

The Task Force decided to form 3 Study Groups to have further discussions of 
these broad topics:    

   ▪ The Structure of the Health Insurance Market Study Group
▪ The Controlling Costs Study Group; and
▪ The Public Options Study Group.

Public comments were the highlight of the afternoon session. Of the 15 
speakers 10 people were representing Maine AllCare. It began with Dr. Bill 
Clark, leader of the Brunswick Chapter. He challenged the the Task Force head 
on: “This Study Group could take leadership and enhance the Insurance and 
Financial Services Committee’s initiative. I implore you to do so! Recommend a 
bold solution - that every Maine toddler, teen and adult be awarded 
comprehensive healthcare benefits, guaranteed through public funding.”
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Paige Boynton, after speaking to the task force on March 2nd.

Next to speak was a new supporter of Mane AllCare, graduate student and 
young mom Paige Boynton. She described how her aunt and her own mother 
were diagnosed with cancer and were "failed by the medical system time and 
again”, as well as by the complicated world of FMLA, COBRA, ACA and 
disability”.


French teacher and Ellsworth/MDI Chapter member Valerie Dornan spoke 
about her personal experience in receiving excellent care at her local hospital for 
a severely broken arm. Unfortunately, her top notch surgeon who treats patients 
the least invasively possible was dismissed for "not bringing in enough 
revenue", because this practice 'only' generated a couple of surgeries a week as 
opposed to the 'desired' couple each day.


Retired business person Joe Lendvai urged the Task Force to recommend 
immediate action by the Legislature on two modest but important initiatives as a 
first step toward universal healthcare in Maine. First, implement universal 
primary care to cover every child in Maine; and secondly, expand school food 
programs to include breakfast, lunch and snacks free to all students. Both 
these actions would have immediate positive results in improving the health of 
Maine’s children at a relatively small cost to the state.
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Delene Perley, a volunteer coordinator at a Portland food pantry, tells of a story 
she hears far too often. A person has a job, but a medical emergency happens 
and he can’t continue to work, loses his health insurance, spends his savings, 
ends up selling his house; with no other choice, he moves in with relatives and 
ends up at the food pantry, a place he never imagined he’d be depending on to 
make ends meet.


There were multiple other stories: 40-year old a self-employed carpenter never 
could afford health insurance; a community organizer with a severe shoulder 
injury who recovered, and went back to work, only to lose her Maine Care  
coverage; a young farmer couple who simply don’t earn enough to buy any kind 
of health insurance – this story goes on and on.


Dr. Phil Caper, one of the last speakers for the day, summarized the proposed 
solution advocated by Maine AllCare: We need “publicly funded healthcare 
coverage for all Maine residents. The system must be efficient, financially sound, 
politically sustainable and must provide benefits fairly distributed to all.”


Some of the audience waiting to testify before the Healthcare Task Force. 
Submitted by: Joe Lendvai and Delene Perley
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